Detection of anti-desmocollins I and II autoantibodies in two cases of Hallopeau type pemphigus vegetans by immunoblot analysis.
Pemphigus foliaceus (PF) sera react with a 150 kDa antigen, desmoglein (DG), while pemphigus vulgaris (PV) sera react with a 130 kDa PV antigen. Recent molecular cloning studies have revealed that both DG and PV antigen are members of the cadherin family of cell adhesion molecules and that PV antigen shows very high homology to DG. We have recently noticed that other desmosoal cadherin molecules, desmocollins I and II (DC I/II), are also recognized by some pemphigus antibodies. In the present study we report two cases of Hallopeau type pemphigus vegetans. Immunoblot study revealed that the sera of these cases reacted not only with the PV antigen but also with both DG (PF antigen) and DC I/II. Although the significance of these findings is not known at present, further studies for the antigen profile for more Hallopeau type pemphigus vegetans patients may unravel the pathogenesis of this rare type of pemphigus.